
NWOD Oil Sheen Prevention Plan
Kathryn Hernandez  to: Hans.Millican 12/02/2005 11:46 AM

From:

To:

Cc:

Kathryn Hernandez/EPR/R8/USEPA/US

jmurdock@utah.gov, leclerc.russell@epa.gov, beverett@epa.gov

After reviewing the current attached Downstream Assessment Program, and the Oil Sheen Prevention
Plan attached to the 12/1/05 4:16 pm email, the controls and follow up monitoring plan incorporate all the
EPA requested information.  The plans have been reviewed and concurred on by the State and County.  You
may resume work in the canal as soon as the controls are in place in the canal, with the understanding that if
oil starts getting past the final boom, NWOD  must reevaluate the containment measures.  
Thanks. 
 
Kathryn Hernandez 
USEPA, Region VIII (8EPR-SR) 
999 18th Street, Ste 300 
Denver, CO 80202 
(303) 312-6101(office) 
(720) 951-0974(cell) 
-----Hans.Millican@erm.com wrote: ----- 
To: Kathryn Hernandez/EPR/R8/USEPA/US@EPA 
From: Hans.Millican@erm.com 
Date: 12/02/2005 07:35AM 
Subject: Re: Fw: Oil Sheen Prevention Plan 

Hello Kathy, 
Here is the updated Downstream Assesment Plan.  I have added that the WG will cover the lab costs of the
samples collected by the county and that if the additional samples collected by the County fail that the
procedures for a failed confirmation sample outlined in the SAPP/QAPP be follwed.    
Thanks, 
Hans J. Millican 
ERM - Rocky Mountain Region 
Salt Lake City, UT 
(801) 595-8400 
hans.millican@erm.com 

-----Hernandez.Kathryn@epamail.epa.gov wrote: ----- 
To: Hans.Millican@erm.com 
From: Hernandez.Kathryn@epamail.epa.gov 
Date: 12/01/2005 07:37PM 
Subject: Re: Fw: Oil Sheen Prevention Plan 

I just reviewed the downstream assessment program and I still dont see any verbage related to 1) NWOD
paying for the sampling that the county will be conducting to verify there has not been recontamination and 2)
Action by NWOD if samples exceed the established benchmarks.  Am I missing something? 
Kathy 
Kathryn Hernandez 
USEPA, Region VIII (8EPR-SR) 
999 18th Street, Ste 300 

mailto:hans.millican@erm.com


Denver, CO 80202 
(303) 312-6101(office) 
(720) 951-0974(cell) 
-----Hans.Millican@erm.com wrote: ----- 
To: Kathryn Hernandez/EPR/R8/USEPA/US@EPA 
From: Hans.Millican@erm.com 
Date: 12/01/2005 04:14PM 
cc: jeff.niermeyer@slcgov.com, vicki.bennett@ci.slc.ut.us, Dave.McCarthy@bp.com,
Florence.Reynolds@ci.slc.ut.us, gwilliams@earthfax.com, garrick@chevrontexaco.com, sfuc@chevron.com,
mike.taylor@erm.com, david.wilson@erm.com 
Subject: Re: Fw: Oil Sheen Prevention Plan 

Hello Kathy, 
Here are the two plans.  Please let me know if you have any questions.   
Hans J. Millican 
ERM - Rocky Mountain Region 
Salt Lake City, UT 
(801) 595-8400 
hans.millican@erm.com 

---------------------------------------------- 

This electronic mail message may contain information which is (a) LEGALLY PRIVILEGED, PROPRIETARY
IN NATURE, OR OTHERWISE PROTECTED BY LAW FROM DISCLOSURE, and (b) intended only for the
use of the Addressee (s) names herein.  If you are not the Addressee (s),  or the person responsible for
delivering this to the Addressee (s), you are hereby notified that reading, copying, or distributing this message
is prohibited.  If you have received this electronic mail  message in error, please contact us immediately at
(303) 741-5050 and take the steps necessary  to delete the message completely from your computer system.
 Thank you.         
Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com 
[attachment "Oil Sheen Prevention Plan.pdf" removed by Kathryn Hernandez/EPR/R8/USEPA/US] 
[attachment "Downstream Assesment Program.pdf" removed by Kathryn

Hernandez/EPR/R8/USEPA/US]   - DownstreamAssesmentProgram.doc
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		To:

		Kathryn Hernandez



		From:

		Hans Millican



		Date:

		December 1, 2005



		Subject:

		NWOD – Downstream Assessment Program





Based on the request of EPA, I am providing this plan for a downstream sediment sampling program for the Northwest Oil Drain (NWOD) Project.  The purpose for this sampling program is to assess sediment conditions where possible to determine whether releases of hydrocarbon liquids during dredging in Segment 2 have negatively affected portions of the canal downstream that were already cleaned by Salt Lake County.  Please reply or call me if you have any questions.

background

During dredging of hydrocarbon-affected sediment in Segment 2 on November 21, a release of hydrocarbons occurred that exceed the allowable limits of the approved Project Work Plan.  Visible hydrocarbon sheen was observed further than 500 feet down stream of the work area, as well as flowing beyond the end of Segment 3 at the confluence of the NWOD and City Drain Canal.  Dredging was immediately stopped upon discovery of this condition, and appropriate reporting of this condition was provided to federal, state and county regulatory agencies.  An explanation of the likely cause for the release was provided in my memorandum to you on November 23, 2005.


The Working Group understands that EPA and the Utah DEQ are concerned about the potential impacts to the canal downstream of Segment 3 due to the release.  The agencies have therefore requested that a sampling plan be prepared and implemented.


NOTIFICATION

Should an oil sheen enter into Segment 4 of the canal (Salt Lake County Section), Salt Lake County will be notified within 24 hours. 

proposed sampling plan


The Working Group has been collecting periodic water quality samples at the end of Segment 3 (i.e., the confluence of the NWOD Canal and City Drain Canal) since November 19, 2005.  Additional samples will be collected during the coming weeks while dredging continues in the heavy hydrocarbon section of the canal where the work is being performed at present.  These water samples are being collected to track the hydrocarbon concentrations in the water (i.e., TPH-DRO and Oil & Grease) provide a record of water quality at this downstream point in the canal.


In addition to these water samples, Salt Lake County will also collect sediment samples in Segment 4 of the NWOD canal using the same techniques, laboratory, equipment, etc. as were used for the confirmation sampling already undertaken by the County (Salt Lake County SAPP/QAPP).  These samples will specifically be taken at Stations 160+00, 220+00, 230+00 and 295+00 and will be analyzed for TPH-DRO, Oil and Grease and USC (Uniform Soil Classification).  Laboratory costs will be bourne by the Working Group.  Should Segment 4 be impacted, the procedures used for a failed confirmation sample outlined in the SAPP/QAPP will be followed.    

sampling schedule

We propose to implement this plan upon completion of all activity through the end of Segment 3.  This will provide an overall assessment of downstream conditions upon completion of all work performed by the Working Group.  Although we expect that the additional sorbent booms and other controls that have been placed will prevent future releases downstream, there is some possibility for an upset condition.  The Working Group believes that a final assessment at the end of all work on the Upper Segment of the canal would be the best way to demonstrate whether impacts have or have not occurred.  Although dewatering of the sediment in the Geotubes will still be ongoing, we feel the highest potential for losing hydrocarbons is from the dredge operation.
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